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There has been a lot going on this term in the school. We have had a very busy 10
weeks. Our Bush Garden is well underway, with students completing our basic
design last week. We have had some expert advice from Jim Dunstan and Donna
Dixon, which has helped to ensure we are heading in the right direction. The
students have worked hard to prepare the ‘creek bed’ path, which meanders
through the garden. Our stones for the path were delivered during the week, this
led to lots of shovelling and wheelbarrow work, luckily we have plenty of willing
labourers to help with this.
Our student free day was very worthwhile. Working collaboratively with Hamley
Bridge, Tarlee and Burra schools, we spent the day looking at early number sense
with a focus on Big Ideas in Number. This process is about ensuring student
learning is targeted at the level they require. Differentiation is essential in
supporting kids to continually move forward. This development addresses our
numeracy goal in our School Improvement Plan.
Our Friday Rotations have continued to be a highlight for the students. The whole
school lunches on Friday’s are a great example of the positive social interactions
across the school. Our senior students are great role models for our younger
students and are always supportive during these rotations. The pottery designs
created during our groups are very impressive, these are almost completely
finished and are currently being glazed. The grounds crew each week continually
maintain and improve the gardens in the school. This task has grown significantly
with the development of the Bush Garden. The gardens within the school are also
looking fantastic with some previously undeveloped areas getting a makeover.
We are currently working on some improvements in the church to cater for our
playgroup sessions. Due to having laptops in classes for all students, we now have
a multi-purpose space in the area that was previously the computer lab. This frees
up the church to be a designated playgroup area, which will be a great addition to
the school. Hopefully this will be completed early next term.
Thankyou to everyone for a great term (although a little difficult at times due to
coughs, colds and Covid). Just a reminder that next week is the last week of term,
with Friday being an early departure at 2.10, following our end of term BBQ.
Have a great holiday break and safe travels if you are heading out and about.
Kind regards
Steve

Upcoming
Events

Wednesday
6th July
Reports sent home

8th July
Last Day Term 2
12.30 Tree Planting
1.00 BBQ lunch
2.10 dismissal

25th July
First Day Term 3

We show Respect. We create opportunities. We are courageous

We have been working on some exciting projects this term. Our senior
students have had the opportunity to work with 360 degree cameras
that have been loaned to us from the Technology Adoption Team at
DfE. These cameras allow the students to create a virtual tour of the
school using a variety of tools and applications including Theta and
Thinglink. Hopefully when these are completed, we will be able to add a
link to our school website and Facebook page.
Having a device per student in class creates a wide range of
opportunities for teaching and learning experiences. Through Class
Notebook, students are able to access resources and tasks set by
teachers. This has been very useful during our music program, where
students have accessed music by a wide range of artists, individually on
their own computers. While completing reflection activities, students
are able to listen to the music independently and create their own pace
of learning. Maker’s Empire is a 3D design application that is designed
to introduce 4-13 year old students to Design Thinking and engage
them in STEM learning via 3D design and 3D printing. Students from
Upper Primary have created some amazing designs during math’s
tasks. Our digital microscope is also a great resource in our senior
classroom. Students are able to engage more efficiently in learning
activities, creating more in-depth teaching opportunities.

Our JP students are using laptops and ipads during
their literacy and numeracy sessions, to support their
learning. The skills developed through having regular
access to technology are very impressive. We have
been learning about stop-motion animation and the
process for creating a ‘quality’ animation. I am
regularly impressed (amazed, astounded, surprised)
by how easily young people adapt to new ideas with
technology. These essential skills transfer to day to
day tasks and future learning. Whether we like it or
not, technology will be a huge part of the students’
lives. For this reason it is especially important that we
build skills around using technology as a useful tool
to help with tasks, rather than looking at technology
purely for games.

Students are using technology daily, in a
variety of ways. We are very well resourced
at the school and continually developing our
teaching to use ‘functional’ technology in a
way that helps the students learn and
develop their skills in an ever-changing
world. Have a chat to your kids about some
of the technology they have been using.

Student
Quotes
360 cameras are great. I liked adding
the tags to the pictures.
I like designing on Maker’s Empire
I like creating stop-motion
animations
I think Pivot was fun because the
people could be made to do a back
flip. I animated my character to do
funny exercises
Looking at Macroinvertebrates under
the digital microscope is fun. Some of
them are hairy and scary up close
I like using WordArt to describe
myself
Using Google maps to follow the River
Light to the sea was very interesting

